Reconstruction with irradiated homograft costal cartilage.
The authors present their experience with 51 patients who underwent 55 reconstructive and cosmetic operative procedures with irradiated homograft costal cartilage, who were studied between August of 1988 and June of 2001. The procedures included 52 rhinoplasties and three penile implantations among a total of 130 grafts. Follow-up ranged from 7 months to 12 years. There were two immediate graft exposure complications. Late complications included displacement of the graft in two patients, fracture of the graft in one patient, and partial resorption in one patient at 6 months postoperatively. The experience is described and the literature is reviewed.